passed away following a brief period of illness. Ronald made an important contribution to housing and neighbourhood research over his career, helping to define much of what we now teach, and think, about where we live. It is with great sadness that we mark this loss. Ronald was also a significant supporter of this journal since its inception and has continued to contribute over the years as an Advisory Board member. In the short memoriam bellow, Tuna Tasan-Kok remembers him as a colleague and mentor.
Richard Ronald Editor-in-Chief
'I have a simple question… how about the people living in these neighbourhoods and those others in the city… how are they affected by these large-scale projects?' Ronald asked with curiosity and a familiar smile at my PhD defense in Utrecht in October 2004. It was one of the most important questions, and had repeatedly come to the fore in his own work. Ronald was interested in the impact of complex urban dynamics, from globalization to gentrification, on 'people'. He published numerous international books and articles, and gave hundreds of talks and keynotes around the recurring topics of ethnic, social and spatial segregation; socioeconomic polarization; the social effects of urban restructuring and the changing spatial order. His legacy, and I think many scholars would agree, was his contribution to contemporary understanding of three interconnected socio-spatial fundamentals: inequality, segregation and the neighbourhood.
Ronald was a dynamic academic, disseminating his work for, and often in collaboration with international and local scholars. He not only published widely, but was also involved in research activities that had broad policy implications and impact. One of his most recent projects included leading a large-scale European Union funded project, DIVERCITIES (Governing Urban Diversity: Creating Social Cohesion, Social Mobility and Economic Performance in Today's Hyperdiversified Cities). His focus in this project was the dynamics of social inequality in cities and their complexifying diversity.
In the last few years of his life, literally till the end, Ronald was focused on this project, aiming to unravel those positive outcomes that may occur as a consequence of urban hyper-diversity, a concept that he contributed to develop. Besides leading this multi-national project that connected 18 universities across Europe (with more than 50 researchers working together), Ronald was also working on a couple of new publication and research ideas, drafts of which I had a chance to either contribute to or recently review. He believed that inequality and diversity are largely unconnected and wanted to work on this conceptually by using recent research findings. Unfortunately, he was not able to see this particular inquiry to fruition.
Ronald van Kempen left his mark everywhere he worked and with everyone he collaborated. He was a model academic as well as a wonderful human being, a real friend to many of us. His sudden death has left a huge gap in housing and urban studies, which will be hard to fill.
Tuna Tasan-Kok University of Amsterdam
